
UNSA Student Representative Council (SRC) Election - FAQs 

What is UNSA? 

The University of Newcastle Students’ Association (UNSA) is a not-for-profit organisation which 
represents all students at all onshore locations, as well as the 4,000 students who study online.  UNSA’s 
key objective is to positively impact student experience in matters related to the educational 
experiences, welfare and wellbeing for all students enrolled at the University by providing a range of 
activities, extra-curricular events, and out-of-class engagement opportunities.  

Where can I find more information on UNSA? 

You can find out about UNSA on their webpage or contact them at unsa@newcastle.edu.au.  You can 
also contact studentrepresentation@newcastle.edu.au with any questions. 

Cloud Campus – didn't we all study online?  

All students are eligible to nominate and vote for the Convenor roles at ‘their’ campus. 

Previous COVID-19 restrictions meant that most students were studying online, however this isn't the 
norm now.  Most students are enrolled in a program at one of the University’s physical campuses 
(Newcastle, Central Coast, Sydney, Port Macquarie) and return to campus as restrictions ease.   

Only those students who specifically enrolled in a program offered 100% online are eligible to 
nominate and vote for the Cloud Campus Convenor position. 

I don’t have the amount of time that the position description suggests but I still want to be a student 
leader/rep. How can I be part of it? 

As well as the SRC roles being determined by this election, UNSA also has a number of other assemblies 
that have 100% student membership.  These committees and senates provide direction and feedback 
on priorities to the SRC around specific matters. 

There will be: 

• a Campus Committee at each location (including a forum for the Cloud Campus students);
• Education Committee with representatives from each school;
• Experience & Engagement Committee which has representatives from a range of clubs and

societies and the five campus committees.  This group focuses on matters related to the extra-
curricular and out-of-class experience of University of Newcastle students;

• International Student Senate identifies issues affecting International students at all locations;
• Postgraduate Senate that responds to issues affecting coursework and HRD students; and,
• Welfare & Wellbeing Committee that identifies issues affecting the health, wellbeing and

general welfare of University of Newcastle students.  This Committee organises a range of
activities, workshops and campaigns to target these issues.

Expressions of Interest for these committees will be called in early Semester 1 2023 (Trimester 1 for 
the Postgraduate Senate).  These roles are excellent training for the skills you will need to undertake 
one of the more demanding roles when you have more time in the future. 
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How do I nominate? 

All eligible students are sent a Call For Nominations to their @uon account when nominations open.  
This email also contains instructions on how to nominate. 

To nominate you will need to: 

1. Fill in the Nomination Form

The Nomination Form requires you to confirm you have read the Position Description of the 

role you are nominating for.  You can access these via UNSA's websites (voting and standard).

2. Complete the Candidate Statement Template

Part of a valid nomination is the Candidate Statement.  Make sure you use the instructions on 

the Candidate Statement Template to ensure your nomination is as strong as possible.

3. Forward both documents to the Deputy Returning Officer by the deadline.

For your Nomination to be valid you must attend an Information Session before the ballots open.  There 
will be multiple sessions available in the period between close of nominations and ballots opening.  All 
nominees will be contacted by the Deputy Returning Officer with options. 

Why are there additional requirements for the President, Vice-Presidents and Senate Convenors? 

As the six Executive roles on the SRC are also the six Student Directors on the UNSA Board, the students 
who nominate for these positions must confirm they meet eligibility requirements set out by the 
Corporations Act and ACNC. 

The Corporations Act states a director of a CLG incorporated in Australia must: 
• consent to being appointed; and,
• be at least 18 years old.

A person is automatically disqualified from being a director under the Corporations Act if they: 
• have been convicted of certain offences (such as fraud) and the date of conviction or date of

release, was within the last 5 years;
• is “an undischarged bankrupt” or has executed a personal insolvency agreement;
• is the subject of a court disqualification order.

Under ACNC Governance Standard 4, a director of a charitable CLG must: 
• not be disqualified from managing a corporation under the Corporations Act; and
• not be disqualified by the ACNC within the preceding 12 months

Is there an Election Rule for the UNSA SRC election? 

Yes there is.  A copy of the Election Rule and the Election Etiquette and Campaigning Guidelines will be 
sent to all eligible student candidates by the Returning Officer after the nominations period closes.  The 
Rule can also be found on the UNSA website as part of their policy library. 
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